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1930 POPULATION 


Coos County, Oregon 


Urban 12,031 


Ferin 5, 39% 
Non-farm 10, 4u9 


Total 28,373 


Bo 
: 6 Pes 
Urben * a 


yo. 5%* af 


Ps os aed ~> eX ~KK SA oy 
ad Farm rareranely 


ae 
MPs, et Oe SPR 
f C foe y 
OL PE 20.8 gee] 
fr ae ZY OKA Box yf 
a) f al a rarer ee xy 
Ps Vv Pa y ae 4 eee sf. as “> © 


“0 Ae Sy AS 
‘ / ig A, SX oo, O55 
< So Ne Se . fy 
ie Ae da thy £ Renata tees, 
ae ar. SOS 
nn pf a 
UA Mp 
a Sg oe a4 iA Ags Gah ze x 
el Cp ft 


, Y 


* Percentages are of total county population. 
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THE POFULATICN CF COOS COUNTY, OREGON 


ee 


By M. Ra Henger, Associate Social Science Analyst 
Division of Farm Population and Rural Welfere 


COMPOSITICN AND GROTH 


For Coos County, in 1930, the United States Census of Population 
reported a total population of 28,373 persons. Of this number, 12,031 
lived in cities and towns of more than 2,500 inhabitants. Of the re- 
mainder, 10,449 were classified as rural non-ferm. That is, this group 
lived in small towns or other non-urban residences not considered to be 
farms. Of the whole population, only 5,893, or a little less than el 
percent, were said to be living on farms. (See tables 1 and 2.) 


Table 1.-Coos County and State of Oregon: 
Population growth, 1890-193C a/ 
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Coos County Oregon 


oie ae PRN ot 
Number | Percent of | Number Percent 


$$$ __j ee ee eee ee 


1890 | 8,874 ; 100.0 | 317, 704 : 100.0 

1900 | 10, 324 | 116.5 | 413,586 130.3 

1$10 | 17,959 | 202.5 : 672,765 | ete. 

1920 : 2,257 | 250.7 | 783,339 | 247,0 
i } | 

1930 | 28,373 | 319.6 : 963,786 | 301.1 
| 7 | | 
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a/ U. S. Consus of Population, 1930. 


v/ Percenteges are of 1850 populations, 
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Table 2e=Ccos County and State of Oregon: 
Urban and rural population, 1920-1930 2/ 


ee EE ET A RR ES TR TN SR = It lm ne ee en en me et os 


Urban Rural ‘ Rural-ferm ; Rural-non-farm 


Year «Number : Pot.b/ «Number > Pot. 


TA iota eon Ree edi oie dinate rel en et 28.84. 
' Number: Pct. + Number : Pct, 
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COOS COUNTY 


yo as Oy. A OM ca re memes 8 ST ara 
1035 F°s2.08) . 42.5 0. i, 848) “89 B 53893 BO.8 | OS#4o. -Sac7 
OREGON 


LeeO. Soa 49.9 592,370 50.1 2ie,009 27.0 180, 361 2500 


1930 489,746 51.3 464,040 48.7 221,545 23.4 242,495 25.3 
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a/U. S. Census of Agriculture, 1930. 


b/ Percentages are of the total State and county population for the 
years 1920 and 1930 respectively. 


Although Coos County was considerably less urben than the State as 
a whole, yet in 1930, more then 42 percent of its populetion was living 
in urban places of more than 2,500 inhebitants. This represents a shift 
of about 10 percent of the population group from rural to urban during 
the decade 1920-30. 


The county, as well as the State of Oregon, showed one population 
characteristic commonly found in areas of relatively recent settlement. 
There were more males than females, this disparity in Coos County being 
increasingly apperent in the age-groups above 35 yeers. (See table 3.) 
This difference can probably be expleined largely in terms of the rel-~ 
atively greater mobility of men during the pest decades. Young men 
tended to migrate in search of employment, whereas women of the same age 
groups remained in their homes in areas of earlier settlement. Such a 
preponderance of males in adult yesrs would appear to indicete the pres- 
ence of considerable numbers of unmarried men, with the accompanying 
socisl problems, 
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Table 3.-Coos County: Age-sex distribution of population, 1930 a/ 


A I A ce 


Age group [Percent | Totel _|_ Mede | Female 
{ 
Total | 100.0 20,373 ee | 13,198 
| 
Under 5 7.0 © 1.8,354 i 1,186 | 1,168 
5 = 9 9.3 | 2,626 ; 1,288 | 1,343 
10 = is 9.8 | 2,720 1, 390 | 1,390 
15 = 19 ote 2,628 1, 347 1,281 
20 2 aa 8.7 2,475 1,257 1,244 
25 7 82 1504 4,374 | 2,299 | 2,075 
35 - 44 14.3 4,048 | 2,205 1,843 
45 - 54 Lise oP By 562 1,974 1,388 
55 = 64 Pett 2,165 ers 890 
65 = over 5.5 1,550 959 591 
Unknown --- | 1G] 6 i 
: | 
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a/ U. S. Census of Population, 1930, 


The population of the county in 1930 was somewhat younger than the 
population of the State. (See table 4.) Over 36 percent of the inhabi- 
tants of Coos County were less than 20 years of age, while for Oregon 
about 33 percent were found to be below that age. On the other hand, 
over 28 percent of the people of Oregon were past 45 years, while 25 per- 
cent of those in Coos County had reached this age. 


Table 4.-Coos County and State of Orego Age 
distribution of population, 1930 2 


hee pros [Coos “County — See eee eee er 


| Percent _ Percent 


! i 
Under 5 | 79 | 74 
Bienen 9.3 8.9 
Tee 9.8 | 9.0 
15 - 19 | 9.3 | 9.2 
Poe! 2 8,7 | 8.5 
25 ~. 84 : 15.4 | 15.5 
eae ee | 15.2 
45 - 54 | 11.9 | RS, 
55 - 64 | 7.6 | 7.9 
65 - over | 5.5 | 6.5 
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af U. S. Census of Population, 19350. 
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Age-group distributions of population are somotimes highly sig- 
nificant for planning purposes in that they may indicate major social 
preblems to be expected in a particular area, If the young predominate 
in population, as they appear to do in Coos Comty, problems of main- 
taining ond increasing school facilities may be expected. If, con- 
versely, there is more than the usual proportion of elderly people, as 
compared with those in the productive years from 20 to 55, then rela- 
tively high expenditures for oldeage relief, indigent care, ond public- 
expense hospitelization mey reasonably be anticipated. 


Over 99 percent of the county's 1930 population wns reported as 
being of the white rece, with 8 percent being foreign born. This rep- 
resents oan extraordinarily high homegeneity of racial composition. L/ 
The rural population, also in common with the whole courty and the State, 
reported an unusually low proportion of non-whites and of foreign-born 
whites. (See teble 5.) 


Teble 5,-Coos County: Rurel-farm end rurel non-farm 
population by sex, netivity, and race, 1930 a/ 


Vous |) aot le | NabIVS. W ForeLen 
Item uo & 


[Mele | Female | white | white ae . 
| T : | 
Rural’ farm | 1,435 | age 162: 033 258 10 156 
i 
i | j i 
Rural-non-ferm| 1,879 | 1,232! 2,501 241 8 4) BEd 
ILS AE ete Pe Ue ht a 
Total | 3,314 | 2,254 1 4,534 agg | ae. |b 
Roc antes ELAN ee Sc MES DR AL a! GR ed MINN Ie a RMRERTUR ak Sr RN 


a/ Ue Ss Census of Population, 1930. 


Coos County's growth has been almost identicsl in its proportions 
with thet of Oregon (see teble 1). In 1890, less than 8,900 inhabitants 
were reported in the county. By 1910 the figure had risen to almost 
19,000, and in 1930, the count approached 28,500. Thus, in common with 
the State, Coos County hed a repid early growth. In more recent years, 
however, it showed a tendency to grow much more slowly. Its most rapid 
growth occurred during the decade 1900-1910. 
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1/ United States Census of Population, 1930. 
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AGE GROUP DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 
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Beginning at this point the Census doubles the number of years in the age groups. 
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Source: U.S. Census of Poputation- 1930 
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The importance of migration in this population growth is illustrated 
by a recent study of popuietion trends in Oreron made by the Bureau of 
Agricultural Feonomics, of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. Using a 
method based on births and deaths among natives and non=natives living in 
Oregon in 1920, the Bureau arrived at en estivate of 63,000 as the probable 
natural incrcese in the population of Oregon during the decade between 1920 
and 1950, had there becn no migretion during the 10 yeers, 


The Census indicated, however, that the State's populetion hed 
actually increased cbout 171,000 during that period. Therefore, it is 
estirated thet there must have been a net inmigretion cf ebout 108,000. 
But during that period, it is estimated further that a net out-migration 
of 50,000 Oregonians to other States occurred. This out-migration must 
have been offset by additional immirration to brinz the total 1930 popu- 
lation up to the ccnsus figure. Hence, the total migration into the State 
appecrs to have been about 158,000, or 16.5 percent of the Stete's 1930 
totel population. 


With some resorvations as to the accuracy of such a method when 
applied to a population area as smail as a county, a somewhat comparable 
estimate of the rete of natural incrense can be made for Coos County for 
the 1950-1940 decade. Such on estimate indicates thet without in-migrnation 
or out-migrstion during the decade, the county population would have in- 
ereesed dbout 2,100, bringing about n 1940 populsticn of 30,600. But the 
school survey conducted in 1939 indicates thrt npproximately 4,300 new 
residents hed moved from other Strtes into the county since 1930. 


Addition of the 2,100 attributable to the netural increrse end the 
estimeted 4,300 immigrants indicates nbout 6,400 new inhabitants in Coos 
County since 1930. But this figure cannot be used as an estimate of 1940 
populetion beceuse it docs not cllow for eny deduction for thet unknown 
number of persons who moved out of Coos County during the decade. Nor 
does it include those who may have moved into the county since 1930 from 
within the State of Oregon ond who were consequently not covered in the 
school survey, 


The anrlysis up to this point hes been concerned primrerily with the 
composition and growth of the county population as «2 whole. A more im- 
portant classification, for purposes of land use plennins, however, is 
that of persons engegcd in agriculturel pursuits. 


Of approximately 12,000 persons engaged in geinful occuprtions in 
the county in 1930, not quite 1,900, or slightly more then 15 percent, were 
in agriculture (see teble 6). Of these, 1,171 were clessified as operoators-- 
owners or tenants, Within this operetor group, 18 percent, or 211 persons, 
were tenants. 1/ This percentege of tenancy was slishtly lower than that 


for Oregon as 2 whole. 


ae Speciel Report: United States Burenu of the Census. 
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Table 6.-Coos County and State of Oregon: Occupational 
distribution of persons engaged in agriculture, 1930 a/ 


te es ee ae rn ee re ee eer ns nee 


Oc cup ations |______Goos County _ wth 0B. gc) COTY Syn ben | ae 
| Number | Percent t | Numb Number Percent 
seein scabies Paste ehiniptiawstistanicteniielacicaicsien ARSE SPR Ren A ee pe ES 
| 
All occupations Gh ete ty) k00 60 | 81,819 , 100.0 
| 
| 

Operators Wen Be | 49,973 | 6101 

| 

Managers: foremen | 7 O04 | 921 | 1.3 

: } 

Farm leborers 696s 3761 | 31,015 | 3709 
Wage laborers | 550 29.4 | 26,797 | 32.8 
Unpaid laborers | £45 | y | 4,218 mae 

| | | : 


a/ U. S. Census of Agriculture, 1930. 


Manegers, foremen, or other salaried operators, seven in number, 
formed only four-tenths of 1 percent of the agricultural group. 


Not quite 30 percent of those in agriculture were wege workers. 
This is slightly below the Oregon figure, but about 3 percent ebove 
that for the United Stetes. Unpaid family labor was slightly more prev- 
alent in Coos County than in the Stete, but only about half as frequent 
és in the whole United States. 


Thus, the 1930 Census showed Coos County to have a relatively high 
percentage of farm ownership as compared with both State and Nation. 
The agriculturel group dependent on weges wes a somewhat higher propor- 
tion, but on the other hand, slightly lower than for oll of Oregon. 


Another distinction which, in the county as well as the State, is 
important to plenning, is the question of the economic and social status 
of farm operators. While no direct index is aveilable, a knowledge of 
the gross productivity, in money terms, of the ferms in the county 
should be of some assistance. (See table 7.) It should be borne in mind, 
however, that gross product figures indicate merely the scale of opera- 
tion, but give no informetion as to whether or not that operation was 
conducted et a profit or loss. 
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Table 7.-Coos County and State of Oregon: All farms 
classified by value of all products sold, traded, 
or used by operator's family, 1929 8 


re ee ERE eR ee a RT AR AEN me an on SS a A a A A RN LE FS TT 


Value Coos | County — Leh ES Oregon 
_of gross product __[“Nimber [Percent | "Wumber “| Percent ~ 
! | 
Under { 250 | 78) Tr 4,342) | 
260 = 399 : hh a a sh LOGS 4 ALS 
400 - 509 B05) | 5 , 232) | 
600 - 999 Pea te) 7,786) | 
1,000 = 2,499 ha OG ee Lee CE a 
| 
2,500 - 3,999 : ics ee Gh are: 6,712 | 12.9 
4,000 - 5,999 88 | Vat 3, 825 | 74 
6,000 - 9,999 55 | 4.6 2,482 4.8 
10,000 - 19,999 . 140 1,360 | eG 
20,000 - over | Dac 601 | Lee 
) 


ee RT EE EE RE EN EN A Ne te he Re EE RL LS A eT: 


a/ U. S. Census of Agriculture, 1930. 


In 1930, 27 percent of 911 farms in Coos County were reported to 
have had gross products in 1929 of less than $600, Almost 42 percent, 
or 494 farms, produced less than a gross of $1,000. At the other end 
of the scale stood about 70 farms that had a gross of more then $6,000. 


Regardless of whether or not profits were made on these farms 
such @ spread in gross product seems to indicate the breadth of ra nee 
to be found in the economic and social problems and interests represented 
in the group clessed as operetors. Moreover, «ll this says nothing as to 
the even wider divergences in social end economic stetus to be found be- 
tween operstor end wage-labor classifications. 


MIGRATION 


Light on the nature of the important migration into Coos County 
is shed by the school survey condicted by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics end the Farm Security Administration in collaboration with 
school authorities of Oregon. 


The migration of the past decade which appears to be merely the 
most recent phese of whrt might be celled an historic process, hes been 
widely publicized and has come to be regerded as a political as well as 
en economic and sociel problem. This.is probably the result of the 
prevalence of depressed conditions both in the eress in which the mi- 
gration originated and in the States of destination, 


To find some indications of the mepnitudc, sources, composition, 
and occupational cheracter of this influx of new population, the Bureeu 
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of Agricultural Economics conducted a survey of mirration by means of 

a questionnaire distributed throughout the public schocls of the State 
in May 1939, Under supervision of the seechers, these questionnaires 
were filled out by children whose parents had meved into the Stete since 
1930. Questionnaires from brothers and sisters were assembled into com- 
bined family returns. From the mass of data so assembled it has become 
possible to make certain significant estimates, 


The survey enumerated 656 families which hed moved from other 
States into Cocs County after 1929 and were still there in the spring 
of 1989. The returns indicated that at least 914 children of migrant 
families were enrolled in Ccos County schccls. Then, assuming that 
school children will be found in the same proportion among the newcomers 
es they were in the States from which they ceme, a rough estimate of the 
number of migrants can be mede. According tc this estimate, approximately 
4,300 pecple meved to Coos County from other States during the years 
1930-39. 


Most of these newcomers have been abscrbed into the commerce and 
industry of Cocs County. Only a comperatively few have gone into agri- 
culture. (See table 8,) While about 22 percent were reported to have 
been engeged in farming in the States from which they came, less then 
il percent were snid tc be in agriculture in Cocs County. The survey 
probably under-enumerctes the farm group since part-time farmers would 
tend to be returned according to their off-ferm cccupaticn. Of these in- 
coming family heads, 60 percent had been nonogriculturel industriel 
werkers, classified as skilled, semi-skilled, end unskilled labor. In 
Coos Courty, almost three-fourths of the group were repcrted in these 
categories, Such an cecupaticonsl distributien would appear to contradict 
the widespread conception that the migration of the past decade has been 
lergely agriculturel in cherecter. It apperrs rether to have been com- 
posed of all occupetionel grcups fcund in the States of origin. 


Teble 8.-Femilies enumerated in Ccos County migration survey: 
Classified by cceupation of mele perents before 
entry into Oregon and in 1939 


Before [In Cocs County 


coming to Oregon 1939 
Number |!Percen Number | Percent 


Occupaticnel groups 


a 


Number reperting 


Servents | 6 


Prefessicnal Pa 6 204 
Farmers and farm laborers 1.9 1047 
Preprietors fe9 8.3 
Clerks | a 4.8 
Foremen: skilled aa oct 18.4 
Semi-skilled labor aS rk Wo ro ea | 
Other lebor 103 | 19.3 25.9 
ee 1.8 
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: ae COOS COUNTY: ) | 
SETTLEMENT OF REPORTED MIGRANTS BY SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 
Dist. Noy Name 
2 Broadbent | 
3 Arago 
4 Riverton 
5 Twin’ Cars 
6 Zmpire 
8 Coquille 
9 Narshfield  — 
10 Cunningham 
ne Parkersburg - 
bs North Bend 
1? — Reptuck Inlet 
18 Millington — 
19 Fat £ik 
21 Randolph | 
22 Rivereide 
23 Lee 
25 Fairview 
2G Haynes Inlet 
27 MeKinley 
30 Sumner 
3) Powers 
32 Dora 
i 4, Catching Creek 
\e | 41 Myrtle Point 
% 43 Norway 
di 44 Roy 
45 Allegany 
és 52 Bancroft 
54 Bandon 
65 Sitkum 
66 Lakeside 
68 Larson Inlet 
72 Coaledo 
74 .- Plesagen #111 
77 Bridge 
81 Laurel Lake 
85 Bunker Hill 
- BF West Allegeny 


| 88 Base Hill 
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Source: Goos County Sup't. of Schools 
3 | Figure 6 
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Most numerous were reports of families coming from other States 
on the Pacific Coast. (See table 9.) In ell, 107 femilies were re- 
ported to have been in California in 1930; 103 had come from Washington; 
25 from Idsho; and 73 reported that they had lived in Oregon in 1930, 
had moved out cf the Stete, and hed returned, taking vp residence in 
Coos County. Altogether, about 47 percent of the migrants came from 
the Pacific Coast and Idaho. 


Table 9.-Familics crumersted in Coos County migration survey: 
e — 
Clessificed by State of residence in 1930 


State 


Total 


Californie 
Idaho 
Cregon 

We shington 
Colorado 


Towa 
Kansas 
Michigen 
Minnesota 
Missouri 


fontena 
Nebraska 
Cklchoma 
South Dakota 


All other 


The Northern Plains States of Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, North 
Dekote, and South Dakota were the former homes of 123 families, or 
neerly 19 percent of all families enumerrted, Oklahome and Texés con- 
tributed less then 5 percent of the Cocs County newcomers. All told, 36 
Stetes and 2 foreign countries were reported as points of origin for 
one or more families, 


The year 1936 marked the peck of migration into Coos County for the 
decede. Theat year, 132 of the enumercted frmilies errived in the county. 
Entries the following yeer were almest equelly numerous; 1936 end 1937 
tegether sew the arrivel of 262 femilies, or 40 percent of the enumerated 
groupe (Sce table 10.) 
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Of the reported families, more thrn 80 percent scttled in Coos 
County during the sare yerr they entered Orezon. This would eppear 
to indicate thet most or the newccmers were moving to specific des- 
tinetions, making few or ne intermedictc stovns alonz the way. Such 
indicetions are contrary tc the pcpuler essumptions that the migrants 
drift from plece to place, rarely putting down rocts cr establishing 
permenent residence. Berring cn this point, seven-cights cf the cnum- 
crated femilies hed been in Coos County 2 years or mere at the time 
the survey was trken and 25 percent had lived in the county more then 
So yeers. 


It is estimated that 914 children (belonging to families that had 
moved inte Cocs Ccumty from other Ststes after 1929) were attending 
grade and high schocls of Coos County in the spring of 1939. The county 
schocls were calculated to have an average daily attendance of 5,914 
during the school yeer cf 1938-39. Childron cf the newecmers group, 
therefore, constituted slightly more than 15 percent cf the schocl 
attendence in the county. 
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